
ANSI  Essent ia l  Requ i rements :  Due process  requ i rements  fo r  Amer ican Nat iona l  S tandards

1.0 Essential requirements for due process

These requirements apply to activities related to the development of consensus for approval, revision,
reaffirmation, and withdrawal of American National Standards (ANS).

Due process means that any person (organization, company, government agency, individual, etc.) with a direct
and material interest has a right to participate by: a) expressing a position and its basis, b) having that position
considered, and c) having the right to appeal. Due process allows for equity and fair play. The following constitute
the minimum acceptable due process requirements for the development of consensus.

1.1 Openness

Participation shall be open to all persons who are directly and materially affected by the activity in question. There
shall be no undue financial barriers to participation. Voting membership on the consensus body shall not be
conditional upon membership in any organization, nor unreasonably restricted on the basis of technical
qualifications or other such requirements.

1.2 Lack of dominance

The standards development process shall not be dominated by any single interest category, individual or
organization. Dominance means a position or exercise of dominant authority, leadership, or influence by reason
of superior leverage, strength, or representation to the exclusion of fair and equitable consideration of other
viewpoints.

1 .3  Ba lance

The standards development process should have a balance of interests. Participants from diverse interest
categories shall be sought with the objective of achieving balance. lf a consensus body lacks balance in
accordance with the historical criteria for balance, and no specific alternative formulation of balance was
approved by the ANSI Executive Standards Council, outreach to achieve balance shall be undertaken.

'1.4 Coordinat ionandharmonizat ion

Good faith efforts shall be made to resolve potential conflicts between and among existing American National
Standards and candidate American National Standards.

1.5 Notification of standards development

Notification of standards activity shall be announced in suitable media as appropriate to demonstrate an
opportunity for participation by all directly and materially affected persons.

1.6 Consideration of views and objections

Prompt consideration shall be given to the written views and objections of all participants, including those
commenting on the PINS announcement or public comment listing in Standards Action.

1.7 Gonsensus vote

Evidence of consensus in accordance with these requirements and the accredited procedures of the standards
developer shall be documented.

1.8 Appeals

Written procedures of an ANSI-Accredited Standards Developer (ASD) shall contain an identifiable, realistic, and
readily available appeals mechanism for the impartial handling of procedural appeals regarding any action or
inaction. Procedural appeals include whether a technical issue was afforded due process



1.9 Written procedures

Written procedures shall govern the methods used for standards development and shall be available to any
interested person.

1.10 Compliance with normative American National Standards policies and administrative
procedures

All ANS|-Accredited Standards Developers (ASDs) are required to comply with the normative policies and
administrative procedures established by the ANSI Executive Standards Council or its designee.


