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1.0 EssenƟal Requirements for Due Process 

These requirements apply to acƟviƟes related to the development of consensus for approval, revision, 
reaffirmaƟon, and withdrawal of American NaƟonal Standards (ANS). 

Due process means that any party (organizaƟon, company, government agency, individual, etc.) with a 
direct and material interest has a right to parƟcipate by: a) expressing a posiƟon and its basis, b) having 
that posiƟon considered, and c) having the right to appeal. Due process allows for equity and fair play. 
The following consƟtute the minimum acceptable due process requirements for the development of 
consensus. 

1.1 Openness 

ParƟcipaƟon shall be open to all parƟes who are directly and materially interested in the acƟvity in 
quesƟon. There shall be no undue financial barriers to parƟcipaƟon. VoƟng membership on the 
consensus body shall not be condiƟonal upon membership in any organizaƟon, nor unreasonably 
restricted on the basis of technical qualificaƟons or other such requirements. 

1.2 Lack of dominance 

The standards development process shall not be dominated by any single interest category, individual or 
organizaƟon. Dominance means a posiƟon or exercise of dominant authority, leadership, or influence by 
reason of superior leverage, strength, or representaƟon to the exclusion of fair and equitable 
consideraƟon of other viewpoints. 

1.3 Balance 

The standards development process should have a balance of interests. ParƟcipants from diverse interest 
categories shall be sought with the objecƟve of achieving balance. If a consensus body lacks balance in 
accordance with the historical criteria for balance, and no specific alternaƟve formulaƟon of balance was 
approved by the ANSI ExecuƟve Standards Council, outreach to achieve balance shall be undertaken. 

1.4 CoordinaƟon and harmonizaƟon 

Good faith efforts shall be made to resolve potenƟal conflicts between and among exisƟng American 
NaƟonal Standards and candidate American NaƟonal Standards. 

1.5 NoƟficaƟon of standards development 

Timely and adequate noƟce of standards development acƟvity shall be announced in media suitable to 
demonstrate that a meaningful opportunity for parƟcipaƟon, debate and deliberaƟon by all directly and 
materially interested parƟes in a fair and equitable manner was provided. 

1.6 ConsideraƟon of views and objecƟons 

Prompt consideraƟon shall be given to the wriƩen views and objecƟons of all parƟcipants, including 
those commenƟng on the PINS announcement or public comment lisƟng in Standards AcƟon. 



1.7 Consensus Vote 

Evidence of consensus in accordance with these requirements and the accredited procedures of the 
standards developer shall be documented. 

1.8 Appeals 

WriƩen procedures of an ANSI-Accredited Standards Developer (ASD) shall contain an idenƟfiable, 
realisƟc, and readily available appeals mechanism for the imparƟal handling of procedural appeals 
regarding any acƟon or inacƟon. Procedural appeals include whether a technical issue was afforded due 
process. 

1.9 WriƩen procedures 

WriƩen procedures shall govern the methods used for standards development and shall be available to 
any directly and materially interested party. 

1.10 Compliance with normaƟve American NaƟonal Standards policies and administraƟve procedures 

All ANSI-Accredited Standards Developers (ASDs) are required to comply with the normaƟve policies and 
administraƟve procedures established by the ANSI ExecuƟve Standards Council. 


